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SAFE HOUSEKEEPING

Many of us have chores at home. It is a 
regular weekly effort to tidy up the house 
and grounds. Although some of us are 
neater than others, we can all agree that it’s 
great to sleep on clean linens, nice to eat off 
clean plates, and wonderful to pull a freshly 
washed tee shirt over our heads. 

While it is easy to see the benefit of keep-
ing a clean home or vehicle, it is at times 
more difficult to see the benefit of keeping 
a clean workplace. Sometimes we don’t see 
how a single empty water bottle left on the 
counter could possibly be a hazard, so we 
ignore it and let someone else worry about 
it. 

However, if the bottle is knocked off and a 
coworker rounds the corner with arms full 
of boxes, trips on the bottle, and breaks his 
wrist when he falls to the ground, then we 
can see the hazard. 
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Literally thousands of at-work accidents 
and fatalities are caused by a fall, many of 
which are the result of poor stewardship. 
Falls are frequently caused by stumbling 
over things such as trash or tools that have 
been left out. 

Wet flooring or items left on stairways 
are also hazardous. When it rains, workers 
tracking in water can be the cause of a seri-
ous slip or fall. Clean these areas as soon 
as possible and don’t ignore it even if you 
didn’t do it.

Garbage cans should be located in several 
convenient areas so that waste paper, soda 
cans, or other materials may be properly 
thrown away rather than thrown on the 
floor. Get close enough to the garbage can 
before you throw something away. If you 
still miss, then be sure to retrieve the trash 
and throw it in. Don’t leave it for someone 
else to pick up. 
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It is much simpler to accomplish your 
work when your area is kept clean. Ensure 
that tools and other equipment are kept off 
the floor and are properly stored. This helps 
to reduce danger and also safeguards the 
equipment that is used to help you earn a 
living.

If you are stacking items or equipment at 
work, be sure that the stacks are orderly. 
Don’t pile them too high and be sure that 
there is ample clearance from other equip-
ment or materials that are used frequently.

Always be alert for hazardous conditions 
– flooring that is loose or buckled, articles 
or equipment that are out of place, trash 
strewn about, or other hazards. These prob-
lems should be remedied immediately. 

Finally, remember that we all rely on each 
other to be safe. Each of us must carry our 
own part of the safety load. If everyone will 
keep his or her own area clean, the entire 
operation will be safer. 
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